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Katrina Clean Up

My name is Rodney Smith. Before Katrina, I was living in
Memphis where [ was born and raised. I was recruited to work in
New Orleans through a friend who was working for a temporary
service that was owned by Mike Noble. I came down around the

first of November 2005. I came down in a friend’s car following
behind Noble.

When I got here, I worked for Fast Track Xpress which later became
Xpress Staff. I worked “hopping” garbage trucks picking up garbage
and debris. Fast Track Xpress was a subcontractor for Waste
Management. I worked in the beginning on the West Bank.

The smell from the garbage trucks was always nasty. The work was
dangerous because of the cars speeding around the trucks while we
crossed the streets to pick up the garbage cans.

I worked 40-50 hours a week - six days a week. Sometimes I
worked from 5:00 in the morning to 10:00 at night. A lot of times
when we’d finished up our route, we had to keep going and pick up
another route that hadn’t been done.

My paychecks should have been about $500 a week not including
overtime, but I usually got around $300 a week. I didn’t understand



how 1 would get different amounts of pay when my pay stubs said I
had worked the same number of hours. That happened a lot.

My checks never added up. And, I had to pay $60-$100 a week in
rent plus $25 a week for transportation to and from the job in the
company van. Mike Noble always promised to make adjustments in
our pay, but when we’d come back a few days later, he’d say there
was still another problem that had to be worked out. And things
would never get worked out.

I didn’t know I could go to the federal government to get the money
I should have been paid. I didn’t think there was any way to get my
money back.

Rodney Smith
1113 Clyde’s Bank
Harvey, LA 70058
(504-287-8737)
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